
‘[The team has an] “outstanding 

reputation for contentious and 

non-contentious IP matters. 

Excellent ties to the media, 

technology and creative sectors. 

Recognised expertise in branding 

matters.” [Clients say that] “they 

give a gold star service and are 

very easy to work with.”

Chambers & Partners UK

Jewellery and luxury 
goods
The jewellery and luxury goods sector is as dynamic as it is fast growing. 

The challenges you may face within this sector are varied; from defending 

your intellectual property (IP) rights, to putting in place astute agency and 

distribution agreements, through to securing the best retail space to fit your 

brand.

You need support from a legal team that can move as quickly as your fast-

changing industry and understands these challenges. Our multidisciplinary 

team of specialist lawyers can help you keep up with consumer appetite and 

secure opportunities for future growth.

Our team has a genuine interest and expertise in the jewellery and luxury good 

sector. We operate the intellectual property rights scheme COPYWATCH ® for 

the NAJ and BTAA, and it allows us to get to grips with the nature, model and 

spirit of your business. The work we do spans from advising small and growing 

businesses on their agency and distribution agreements through to domestic 

and multi-state litigation cases defending the intellectual property rights of 

global brands.

Intellectual property rights

Our services are tailored to your needs and include:

• registering, monitoring and licensing trade marks

• trade mark oppositions and passing off actions

• managing trade mark portfolios

• identifying and protecting intellectual property - including trade marks, 

patents, design and confidential information

• design and copyright infringement

• retail space advice whether you are purchasing, leasing or sub-letting

• supplier and technology agreements

• employment law advice.



We have supported leading global luxury watch brands in complex arbitration/litigation lasting several years as well as 

small businesses in their local markets.

Our intellectual property and commercial lawyers regularly attend the main exhibitions such as the Spring Fair in 

Birmingham or International Jewellery in London, where we provide on-the-spot immediate advice to exhibitors and 

visitors who are concerned about design and copyright infringements. As IP legal partners to the NAJ, we provide advice 

to all members of the NAJ and are a contributor to The Jeweller Magazine and the NAJ website.

Agency and distribution agreements

For brands looking to enter the UK market, our commercial lawyers can advise on agency and distribution agreements. 

We provide an easy to read, plain English guide covering:

• direct or indirect entry into the UK market

• the differences between agency and distribution

• deciding on the best arrangement to suit your business needs

• what to do once you have found an agent/distributor

• key issues when negotiating agency and distribution agreements

• typical problems with agency and distribution agreements.

Retail space

Whether you are looking to open a single outlet in a prime West End site or establish a chain across the UK, our team of 

commercial property lawyers can guide you through the process of purchasing, leasing or sub-letting retail space.

Online Retail

We advise clients on trading on the internet, and draft bespoke terms & conditions. We have successfully taken action 

against parallel importers trading through the internet and in doing so infringed trade mark.

Other areas

Our employment lawyers are frequently called upon to advise on issues relating to contracts for directors and employees 

and our commercial lawyers frequently advise on supplier and technology agreements – both internationally and in the 

UK.



A snapshot of past cases

Jewel box knock offs 
Infringement of registered design 
Our client, the UK’s leading designer 
and manufacturer of jewellery boxes, 
was the victim of plagiarism of a 
number of its designs. Fortunately 
the designs were protected by 
registration and swift action was 
taken resulting in the removal from 

sale of the knock offs.  

Anglo-French distribution 
Termination of agreement
A dispute arose when a French watch 
producer wanted to terminate its 
UK distributor’s contract. We were 
able to represent and advise our UK 
client upon a satisfactory settlement 
agreement. 

Money laundering
Criminal prosecutions
We acted for individuals operating 
a scrap gold and jewellery business 
caught up in organised crime, 
duped into laundering the probable 
proceeds of crime. We represented 
the clients in confiscation 
proceedings brought by HMRC 
resulting in the return of our client’s 
personal money and gold, and 
most importantly the avoidance of 
prosecution for criminal offences.  
Undoubtedly our understanding 
of the gold and jewellery business 
assisted us in being able to effectively 
represent the client. 

Copyright query 
Ownership disputed 
A Loss Adjuster acting for an 
insurance company questioned our 
client’s ownership of copyright with 
potentially serious consequences for 
his business. We were able to advise 
on the law and save the day.  

Anglo-Saudi Arabian business
Negotiate and draft authorised retail 
agreement
Our client, a luxury jewellery 
designer and multiple couture 
awards winner, wanted to branch out 
into the Middle East market. We were 
able to demonstrate our commercial 
understanding by advising upon and 
drafting a bespoke authorised retail 
agreement to the satisfaction of both 
parties.

High street rip off
Copyright infringement   
In separate cases we acted for 
jewellery designers whose designs 
were copied by the very retail giants 
who had been buying our client’s 
products. The claims were bitterly 
disputed with every conceivable 
issue raised covering originality, the 
subsistence of copyright, the degree 
of similarity, and whether our client 
had suffered loss. Our IP expertise 
and knowledge of the jewellery 
industry and how it works prevailed 
with the infringing items being 
removed from sale in both cases, 
along with payment of our client’s 
costs, and in one of the cases very 
significant damages too. 

International trademarks 
Overseas registrations
Through our international 
connections, we have been able to 
submit and conduct applications for 
trademark registration and challenge 
contested “hostile” applications in 
territories as diverse as USA, China, 
South Korea and the provinces of 
Hong Kong and Macau. We also 
conduct UK and European Union 
applications for jewellery and gift 
sector clients. 

Domain name dispute 
Trademarks and passing off
Our client needed legal advice in 
fighting off claims by a large US 
company for alleged trademark 
infringement and domain name 
dispute. The dispute was conducted 
through the nominate dispute 
resolution service and terms of a 
settlement agreement negotiated to 
our client’s satisfaction with the US 
company contributing to our client’s 
costs.  

Luxury clothing boutique
Contracts advice
We advised on contract set-up for 
the client. This included drafting a 
privacy policy, e-commerce terms 
and conditions for trading with 
consumers, as well as consignment 
stock terms with selected 
distributors.

Internet images copied 
Copyright infringement
Our client is a major UK jewellery 
manufacturer and wholesaler who 
suffered widespread theft of its 
high res imagery from its website. 
We took swift and decisive action 
resulting in the removal of all the 
copied images, undertakings in 
lieu of injunction and payment of 
damages and costs. 

False allegations 
Infringement of registered design
An on trend fashion jewellery brand 
was falsely accused of plagiarism. 
Owing to our knowledge of the 
industry we were able to collate the 
evidence to rebut and ultimately 
defeat the allegations and so 
preserve the brand’s integrity.
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Your key jewellery and luxury goods contacts
“A designer’s creations are the most important part of their business, so having someone to turn to for proper 
advice gives us members real reassurance that our designs can be protected.” 

Royds Withy King client
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