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Environmental classification silver massive vs. powders:
Information needed from silver powder manufacturers


Introduction: 
Kemi has currently included an environmental classification of silver massive and silver powder as Aquat. Acute 1 (M=10) and Aquat. Chronic 1 (M=10) in their CLH proposal. However, the transformation/dissolution data of silver massive justify a non-classification of this form for environmental hazard, hence the proposed classification should only be applicable to silver powder.
Two important arguments to justify a split environmental classification of the silver massive form vs silver powder form are however currently lacking in the silver REACH registration dossier:
1) a verification and justification that silver powder is produced by a special process and generally not generated from massive silver, and
2) a verification and justification that silver powder is not formed (at significant quantities) during the use of silver massive (covering both industrial, professional as well as consumer uses).
(Please check the 19 Nov Silver Advocacy TF webinar recording available via https://www.epmf.be/silver-advocacy-task-force/ (password is epmfAg) for the explanation on the information needed from 30:55 to 35:40)
In order to provide these data to Kemi but also to RAC and ECHA during the public consultation and as such aim to prevent silver massive from being classified for environmental hazards, we absolutely need your help!
Please find below questions to be addressed by manufacturers of Ag powder. Please send your feedback by Tuesday 1 December COB.

Questions for manufacturers of silver powder: 
Your company name: ……………………………………
Contact details: ……………………………………..
Please describe here below what type of Ag powder you manufacture and provide a generic description of the manufacturing process(es) of your Ag powder. If available, a schematic of the process or link to a YouTube movie can be included. Please specify clearly the starting material, the process (generic steps are OK) and the characteristics of the final material.
E.g.: spheric powders 100 Mesh by atomisation (see graph)
……………………………………
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